INTRODUCTION
Hospital-Danderyd, Stockholm, Sweden) discussed approaches to non-pharmacologic management of neonatal pain and discomfort.
The next session focused on noninvasive ventilation, the use of surfactant and recent advances in our understanding of the pathophysiology of bronchopulmonary dysplasia (BPD). Roger Soll, MD (University of Vermont, Burlington, VT, USA) reviewed the meta-analyses of the available data on the use, safety and efficacy of noninvasive ventilation techniques in preterm neonates. Rangasamy Ramanathan, MD followed by examining the findings on short-and long-term outcomes associated with the use of the different surfactant preparations and compared the available data between natural and synthetic surfactants. Thereafter, Christian Speer, MD, FRCPE (University Children's Hospital in Wurtzburg, Germany) summarized recent advances in our understanding of the pathophysiology of BPD.
The third session addressed recent advances in the understanding and treatment of neonatal asphyxia and brain death in the neonate. Jeffrey Perlman, MBChB (Medical College of Cornell University, New York, NY, USA) provided a state-of-the-art summary on the pathophysiology of hypoxic ischemic encephalopathy. Richard Polin, MD (Columbia University, New York, NY, USA) followed by presenting a stimulating review of the available data on head and body cooling in the asphyxiated newborn. Dr Kris Sekar, MD closed the session by reviewing the available clinical data and the consensus or lack thereof among caregivers, families and society on the topic of brain death in the neonate.
The final session examined controversies in neonatal nutrition. Jatinder Bhatia, MBBS discussed the issues surrounding the use of human milk in the premature infant. The two final talks given by Thomas E Young, MD (University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC, USA) and David H Adamkin, MD (University of Louisville, Louisville, KY, USA) examined the available evidence on nutritional support in neonates with bronchopulmonary dysplasia.and the controversies surrounding the use and role of docosahexaenoic acid and nucleotides, respectively.
This supplement contains the proceedings of the third annual Evidence vs. Experience in Neonatal Practices CME Conference and is composed of the summaries from each of the presentations as well as the discussion sessions. Conferences like this one with a direct focus on the available evidence and with the clearly stated goal to define critically 'best practices' in neonatal clinical practice have a real chance to contribute effectively to our understanding and knowledge and to advance our ultimate goal of providing the very best care for the critically ill preterm and term neonate.
Finally, as the program chair for this conference, I would like to recognize the contributions of all of those involved in making this conference a success and the publishing of these proceedings possible. First, I extend my appreciation to my colleagues in the steering committee, who also served as guest editors and whose contributions were invaluable in the planning and execution of this year's meeting. I am also extremely grateful to our renowned faculty who took time from their unimaginably busy schedules to present their work and participate in the discussions. Without their expertise, wisdom, critical appraisal of the available evidence and willingness to contribute to this conference, we could not have succeeded. I also thank the Annenberg Center for Health Sciences for providing the organizational support and John M York, PharmD of Akita Biomedical Consulting for assisting the steering committee and faculty in preparing the proceedings. I would also like to thank Lou Brunetti, PharmD and Sohini Sarkar, PharmD of the Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital and Stacey Oke DVM, MSc (Rolling Thunder Scientific) for providing support to our faculty with their submissions to the Journal of Perinatology. I do acknowledge DEY, LP for providing an unrestricted educational grant, which made this conference and publication a reality. Thanks should be given to Gil Martin, MD (Supplements Editor), Joyce-Rachael John (Executive Editor) and the Journal of Perinatology staff for their guidance and support, allowing these proceedings to come to fruition. Finally, without the participation, interest and critical feedback of the audience this conference would not have been possible. Therefore, I am grateful to all participants for their contributions and hope most of them will join us again at the 2007 Evidence vs. Experience in Neonatal Practices conference in Chicago, IL on June 22-23.
